Activation of human complement system in paracoccidioidomycosis.
Plasma samples of 14 patients with paracoccidioidomycosis were analysed for components that represent activation of the complement system. Most patients (12/13) showed significant titres of complement-fixing antibodies and 14/14 had increased C4d/C4 ratios. There was no conclusive correlation between these two immunological indices, however. Factor B values of patients were similar to normal donors and fragment Ba was not detected in any of the patients. These results indicate a classical complement pathway activation in the plasma of patients with paracoccidioidomycosis.